
DECK YOUR

Putting your best foot forward is a habit many people apply to their front doors. 
Door décor has been around for nearly 300 years and its popularity has grown over 
the past century. We asked local designers for ideas about this year-round trend.

 Lena Patten
Hilltop Interiors, Rosseau 
W H Y  D ECO RAT E  YO U R  F R O N T  D O O R?  “This is the first spot that people see when they come to my 
home. I want it welcoming and reflective of what we are — warm and friendly. We’re nature lovers. I want 
it to be entertaining too. I like to have a lot of friends over for dinner so I always make sure candles are 
lit outside. That’s why there are always candles on the porch. There is a horseshoe over the door — my 
husband’s father’s horseshoe. He gave it to us for good luck and it’s been with us since our first house. It 
always hangs over our front door.”

 Teresa McLaughlin
Epic Interiors, Gravenhurst 
W H E R E  D O  T H E  B EST  I D E AS 

CO M E  F R O M ?  “One of our biggest 
mandates is to shop your own 
home. I believe you shouldn’t have 
to spend a fortune. We like to show 
you can do design for less by using 
and repurposing what you have,” 
she says. For example, with this 
Gravenhurst home Teresa shopped 
the owners’ house, found plenty 
of treasures and used them to 
illustrate the fun of winter. “Putting 
together what you have and 
refurbishing what you have works 
wonderfully. Things you already 
have work best.”
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